102                               BOOTS AND SAIHU-KS.
A regiment is recruited from all classes ami condl tions of men.   Occasionally accident; revealed tin* secret that there were fugitives from justice in the ranks.    If they changed their names, they found DO place where they were so hidden from every one they ever know as in a regiment that is always on duly in the territories. It came to pass sometimes that a man of title, who had uleft his country for his country's good/" wore the government hiue as a disguise, and served as u trooper for want of anything better to do.     Amoiej; the nn-n who sent word  they would he glad  to help me about the house when we were settling—either as a carpenter, a saddler to sew carpets, or a blacksmith to put up j-tovi\s —there were several with histories.   Though they weni strictly military with the* general, observing the rulo of never speaking unless spoken to, they sought, tin* first opportunity to tell me their trouble,-.    These \vetv invariably domestic difficulties, until   1   be^an  to think our regiment'was ua  city of ivftiijv"  fur  outra^'ii husbands.     It  would   eventual I v   be   found   out   that these men had run away and enisled under jt^Miuied names, when  driven  desperate  by  the jiroMinira of a turbulent wife.     Time, and  the   loiieliite^   of a w»I-dicr's life, would soften their woes, am! thev began at last to sigh even for the Ingh-piteheil voice of the deserted woman.   The general felt as badly :i* I did when I carried their stories to him, be^uiir him tn i^et, them discharged.   Jle had a liffjct fashion, however, of j^kintr me to remember that about this, as :il»«.ut every ot ject that we ever discnissed, u f.bc*re were ahvavt* two to a question."    My sympathy for the ^oldlem i» trou-